Care sheet for African Fat Tailed Geckos (Hemitheconyx caudicinctus)
Introduction:
African Fat Tailed Geckos (AFTs for short) are regarded as the easiest species of gecko to raise and keep. They look quite similar in nature to Leopard Geckos, but they come from an entirely different country, as well as habitat. They are used to humid conditions, something that will need to be recreated in a vivarium.
In the wild they are found in areas of West African, such as Senegal. They live in arid conditions, though through the day they prefer to rest in humid and damp conditions, which is why the care for these lizards differs slightly from Leopard Geckos. 

Though they have been around for a good few years, there are still limited numbers of Fat Tails available, especially in retail. As well as this, there are many less morphs currently available in the world compare to Leopard geckos, though there are still a good number out, and plenty more to come in the future.

Handling and care:
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African Fat Tails are more reclusive than Leopard Geckos, and they will be more hidden and hard to find inside a vivarium. For the same reason, handling should be kept short, but regular to gain trust. Though they become tame once used to a handler or owner, they are still shy by nature.
DO NOT hold onto the tail. Fat Tails can drop it as a defence mechanism. Though it grows back, the animal loses vital fat supplies, and aesthetically the regrown tail will never look as nice, in shape, colour or patterns. After shedding, also check your gecko’s toes for any left over skin. If not removed, this skin can tighten, and digits can drop off. 
Size:

Hatchlings are around 3-4 inches long, and adults grow to 7-8 inches (females)/8-10 inches (males). Captive bred specimens tend to be larger than captive bred ones.
Life Span:
AFT geckos’ general life expectancy is around 10-15 years, though males generally live longer than females, especially breeding females.  

Need more information? Contact us through: http://www.speckled-gecko.co.uk/








