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Common name:  Rankin’s Dragon

Latin Name:  Pogona rankini/henrylawsoni

Maximum adult length: 12”
Life span: Around 8 years.
Introduction:      
Rankin’s Dragons (also commonly known as Lawson’s Dragons, after the founder) are desert dwelling lizards that belong to the large Agamid family. They are omnivorous like their close relative; The Bearded Dragon. However, unlike the Bearded Dragon, they do not grow to such large sizes, and their ‘beards’ are significantly reduced, removing any image of ferociousness, and maintaining a compact size. 
Behaviour:  
Much like Bearded Dragons, Rankin’s Dragons will become tame if handled regularly. They are very sociable creatures that require a good amount of attention, as does any pet. A benefit to Rankin’s Dragons is that they are naturally social, living in small groups. While it is not required, it is a nice to keep two or more dragons in a larger vivarium, in order to view all their natural behaviours. Arm waving and head-bobbing are just two comical displays which show submission and dominance, and this is the dragon’s way of showing where they stand with each other, so do not be alarmed!
Feeding/Water: 
As they are omnivorous, it is good to give access to fruit and vegetables at a young age. Not all dragons will be interested in vegetables, showing more interest in live foods, such as crickets or locusts. If this is the case, try mixing mealworms (mini/normal depending on the age of your dragon) into the food, in order to encourage them. Calcium should be used on foods, but not to excess. 
Foods you can feed: Crickets, Locusts, mealworms, cress, carrot, kiwi, pre-packaged dragon salads, hibiscus flowers. There are many other fruits and vegetables, but always start out with the basics, and home grow if you can.

Water, for Rankin’s, is more important for bathing than drinking, and if a large water bowl relative to your dragon is put into the vivarium, you may catch them swimming, or even diving, in order to wet their skin before shedding. To make sure your Rankin’s is drinking, a good spray across the face and body with a misting bottle is always a good way of getting them to drink, though test to see if your dragon is comfortable with this first. If not, spray a rock or piece of wood that they like to sit on, and they will most likely lick it up.
Set-up: 
A 36x18x18 is the smallest vivarium you should have for a pair of Rankin’s, and 24x18x18 is the same for a single dragon. Like with most Agamids, the more space you can give them, the better. As a general layout, we choose to put a piece of slate rock underneath the basking lamp, in order for them to soak up heat even after the light goes out. A large piece of wood or bamboo root is a nice, decorative piece for the dragons to climb on, which strengthens the legs of youngsters as well. A water bowl is optional, but there are reasons for keeping one inside the vivarium (see the above section). 
Daytime is to be simulated by a UV light strip. While any UV strip is fine, the higher the output of UV rays, the better it is for your Dragon, as this simulates the hot, bright Australian sun. We personally use UVB-10, and would encourage anyone to do the same, especially with younger dragons who are still growing and developing.  Day time temperature should be around 100-110F underneath the basking lamp and surrounding area, and the cool end (opposite area) should be around 80-90 during the day. At least 12 hours of daylight/UV is recommended.

Rankin’s take a majority of their heat from above, which is why a basking lamp is essential, compared to that of a heat mat. You may choose to add a heat-mat for background temperature during the night, if the dragon’s vivarium is situated in a place where it is likely to get cold, especially in the winter. A night time temperature of 70F is ideal, 85F being the maximum.  The heat lamp and UV should be turned off at night. 
Substrate:

A highly controversial topic! Personally we find whatever works best for you is what you should use. We suggest kitchen towel for very young dragons, as they tend to try and eat anything and everything! Older dragons can be kept on a variety of substrates. The one we use is composed of pellets made from natural materials, and is safe and easy to digest. Lots of turfs and pellet-like substrates made for tortoises can also be used for Dab lizards (Uromastyx species) and Bearded/Rankin’s. 
Notes: 

Rankin’s Dragons are delightful pets for older children and adults alike. They are social creatures with few needs, so long as fresh food and water in maintained daily. Spot-checking whenever dirt and faeces has been placed in the vivarium is essential, too, and cleaning every few months (depending on how many animals you have) is also needed, however. 
To help shed, these dragons also appreciate a quick swim in the bath. Remember to keep the animal warm as it dries, as they will get cold quickly after being removed from the warm water.

Cleaning of hands is required after handling, as these creatures have a chance of shedding off salmonella bacteria upon contact. Alcohol gels close to the vivarium is advised. There have, however, been no cases of death following handling of Rankin’s Dragons!
